
Introduction to the Manchester
Makerspace woodturning shop

a personal invitation from
David Belser

Hello everyone.

If you have attended either of the last two GSWT meetings you have heard me talk about 
Manchester Makerspace and the building of a woodturning shop at the space. This letter is a 
formal introduction and an invitation. If you have not heard of the Manchester Makerspace 
woodturning shop – get ready, I'm pretty passionate about it!

What is a makerspace?

A makerspace is a physical home for a community of creative, technical and artistic 
individuals who are driven to “Make”. It provides access to tools an equipment that most 
people don't have. Equally significant, it provides the opportunity for mentoring, interaction 
and collaboration with other makers and diverse set of interests - community.

Typically a makerspace is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing a well equipped 
physical space for different types of “making”. This includes shops for woodworking, 
machining, welding, automotive, rapid-prototyping (3d printing, laser cutting, CAD), 
electronics etc.  Any type of making can and will be accommodated depending on the desires 
of the group – fabrics, ceramics, painting, jewelry, model making, audio-visual production etc. 
It all depends on the members. Members have access to all shops 24/7.

The Manchester Makerspace

Manchester Makerspace (www.manchestermakerspace.org) is located at 36 Old Granite St, 
Manchester, NH. It is in the center of  downtown Manchester and is easily accessible from 
293. Doors opened a few months ago and we have been busy building out the various shops.

Woodturning at the Makerspace

I've been actively working to establish a functional
turning shop at the space and presently there is a
full complement of tools and equipment needed for
small scale turning. The lathe is a Jet mini-lathe
loaned to the space by GSWT. 

A Delta 10x48 is ready to be donated and plans are
in the works to convert Andy Motter's old lathe into
a lathe capable of swinging as much as 48”
outboard.

http://www.manchestermakerspace.org/


A low speed 8” bench grinder with jigs serves as the sharping station, there is a 14” bandsaw 
and a drill press. There is also a selection of basic gouges and scrapers.

GSWT and Manchester Makerspace

Cooperation between the GSWT  and the makerspace is a huge opportunity benefiting both 
the turners and the makers (turners ARE makers!). The possibilities are only limited by our 
group energy and imagination and could include:

 Weekly (or more!) open turning jam sessions at a fixed location.
 A permanent shop to be equipped to suit our needs.
 Centrally located (NH) location for meetings, demonstrations and classes.
 Space and tools for longer term collaborative projects.
 A place to introduce others to woodturning and craft.
 Cross discipline interaction with other artists and makers.
 A base from which we can support turning and woodworking in schools (refurbish 

lathes, teach the teachers, after school open shop?)

Our group has a huge amount of collective experience and expertise. This is an opportunity to
share our experience while growing and enriching our community.

I need your support

And I'm inviting you to get involved. What does that mean?

 Show UP! come to any open house, every Monday starting at 6PM. Introduce people 
to turning, kibitz with other turners and makers and generally have a good time.

 Help turn Andy Motter's old lathe into a gentle giant.
 See what we are missing for tools and equipment, dig through your unused stuff and 

help fill in the blanks: (please confirm any donations beforehand)
◦ Basics: task lighting, jigs accessories, finishing supplies, turning stock.
◦ Power sanding: angle grinder, pads and disks, sanding disks.
◦ Large stuff: bigger lathe, chucks, belt sharpener, dust collection etc.
◦ Embellishment: rotary carving, burning, hand carving, color etc.

 Bring your ideas for projects, classes and outreach.

If you have any questions or just want to discuss the makerspace do not hesitate to contact 
me by phone or email

Thanks for your time, hope to see you soon.
David Belser – turning@davidbelser.com (603) 218 9404

mailto:turning@davidbelser.com

