
Woodworking is a 

general term that can 

take you in many 

different directions.  

When I stop and 

consider the long 

and tangled web of 

woodworking, I 

come up with eve-

rything from coo-

pers, pallet makers, carpenters, furniture 

makers and woodworking used in automo-

biles.   

With these varied interests in mind, the 

Guild offers six active Sub Groups at pre-

sent.  The Sub Groups are The Period Fur-

niture Group, Woodturners, Beginner and 

Intermediate Group (BIG), Luthiers, Hand 

Tools and premiering on November 8, 2009, 

the Right Brain Woodworking Group.  Two 

more Sub Groups are trying to get off the 

ground.  Going Pro which lacks a coordina-

tor and a Boatbuilding group which has just 

been brought to my attention.   

Most of you know that I coordinated BIG 

for a number of years.  I found the small 

setting and focused topic a great way to 

teach and learn.  I often learned or was ex-

posed to new techniques from the other 

members.  Just as the Guild should be, one 

member learning from the other.   

The Period Furniture Group (PFG) is coor-

dinated by Mike Cyros and concentrates on 
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Calendar 

Nov 8 – Right Brain 
Woodworking 

Nov 14 – Cancelled 
Period Furniture 

Nov 18 – Steering 
Committee 

Nov 21 – Guild Meet-
ing 

Nov 15 – Luthiers 

Dec 5 – BIG 

Dec 12 – Hand Tools 

Jan. 23 –GSWT 

February 6 – BIG 

February 13 - Hand 
Tools 

March 27–GSWT 

April 3 – BIG 

April 10 – Hand 
Tools 

June 12 -- Hand 

Tools 

Founded 1990 

www.gnhw.org 

The Guild of New Hampshire Woodworkers — Bringing together the diverse interests of the New Hampshire woodworking community. The Old Saw is pub-

lished five times per year. To join the Guild, go to www.gnhw.org and click on ―Membership‖ to download an application form.  

Continued on Page 3 

President’s Message 

Smaller Settings and Focused Topics 

 

 

More photos of Al Breed in action at 

GNHW Meeting, page 4 
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By Kululego Khumalo 
 

Editor’s note: Dr. David Frechette, 

Past President of the Guild, is doing 

Peace Corps work in Swaziland with 
his wife, Sydney. He and his wife 

have adopted local names while 

there. 
 

When Umfati Wami (my wife) and I 

came to Swaziland, we saw a lot of 
men carrying clubs, especially those 

in traditional dress. The clubs were 

traditionally used for protection from 

animals and people, but now are 
more ceremonial, although they are 

still used to kill snakes. There are a 

lot of poisonous snakes in Swaziland 
and I have had a run in with a cobra, 

now deceased thanks to a couple of 

high school boys and a lot of stones. 
 

In any case, I have been wanting to 

work with wood and wanting to have 

a sagila, the siSwati name for a club. 

During our walks (up to 4 hours 
each way) getting to know our 

town, our counterpart, Mvakali, 

told me that the best wood was 

from a thorn tree. I had seen 
some about a mile from our ek-

haya, or homestead. We had an 

off day and after studying some 
siSwati, I borrowed the family 

bow saw and took my leatherman 

saw and headed for the woods.  
 

In Swaziland there is very little 

untamed land. If there are trees 

growing they are pine, eucalyptus 
or a variant of cedar. You have to 

get into rugged terrain to find 

native wood and it generally is 
scrubby, as the Swazi’s use wood 

as a fuel and cut anything and 

everything handy. 
 

I found a thorn tree and hacked out a 

piece. Generally you want a straight 

branch running into a trunk. The plan 
being to use the piece of trunk as 

the club head and the branch as the 

handle. You would split off the 
trunk and only use the half on the 

branch side to keep it from splitting 

later. Anyway the piece I found had 

a branch running into a corner 
where something had happened so 

the whole trunk piece, while small, 

was good. With some effort and 
avoiding 1 to 3 inch thorns, which 

are VERY sharp, I hacked it out 

using the saw for the trunk and the 
leatherman saw for the branch. It 

was intermixed with some other 

trees and hard to get at. 

 
I carried it home and showed it to 

Mkhulu (the title for a grandfather 

although he really is a great grandfa-
ther). I wanted to get an idea of proper 

procedure but rather then tell me, he 
decided to leave his hoeing and show 

me. I had to fight to do anything. First 

he took the machete and trimmed the 

thorns off. He let me do some as well. 
He took his machete and trimmed one 

side of the head. I made him let me do 

the other. I must say he made it look a 
lot easier then it was when I did it. He 

removed bark and let me have a turn. 

After that it was roughly shaped and 

cleaned up and he let me do the rest 
with a knife. This consisted of trim-

ming down the knots and smoothing up 

the head. My kingdom for a vise and 
spoke shave. Anyway, I spent an hour 

or so on it and am pleased with the re-

sult. I left a lot of the head au natural 
and he may not approve but we will 

see.  

 

I plan to use it as a walking stick but it 
is an effective weapon. A fly landed 

about three feet away from me and I 

nailed it. 

Making a Sagila in Swaziland 

Kululego Khumalo shows off his 

hand made sagila 
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Try a Sub Group 
furniture made before the industrial revolution.  PFG 

was the featured small meeting at the annual meeting in 

September.  The group is currently working on small 

tables similar in nature with complexity up to the indi-

vidual makers’ skill levels.  The members of the group 

build pieces in their own shops and discuss the pleasures 

and difficulty of the pieces they are building at the meet-

ings. 

The Granite State Woodturners is the largest sub group 

in the Guild and are a chapter of the AAW as well.  The 

group is coordinated by David Besler.  The group fo-

cuses on all aspects of woodturning.  Each meeting will 

bring a new topic related to woodturning which includes 

spindle turning, bowl or vessel work. Most recently the 

meeting was on duplication of parts, but the list goes on 

and on.  The GSWT and the Guild host the Turning 

symposium every three years which draws more than 

300 people from all over the country. 

Luthiers is a relatively new sub group conceived and 

coordinated by John Whiteside.  Luthiers work on 

stringed instruments that are strummed, plucked or 

bowed.  The group not only has its sights on the techni-

cal building of the instrument but also the quality of the 

wood to provide the tone needed in a high-quality in-

strument.  I attended a luthier meeting focused on the 

sound hole rosette. It was very complex.  Then every-

body started playing music.   

Beginner and Intermediate Group (BIG) coordinated by 

Tom Mclaughlin, a New Hampshire Furniture Master, 

will be building a traditional chest of drawers this year 

showing every step along the way.  The participants can 

follow along in their workshops or at home building the 

same piece.  A great way to learn the basics and not so 

basics. 

Hand Tools has just started and has a few meetings un-

der its belt.  Dave Anderson brought this group together 

due to his interest and great knowledge of hand tools.  

The group focuses its interest on a tool or group of tools 

Continued from Page 1 

at each meeting and discusses the pros and cons of the tool 

and demonstrates its proper use and maintenance.  The last 

meeting was on work benches.  This is a great group for col-

lectors and any of us with an interest in hand tools — this 

group should have 500 attendees! 

Right Brain Woodworking will be having its first meeting 

on Sunday, November 8, 2009.  John Whiteside is putting 

this together and is more of a facilitator then a coordinator.  

The group is going to focus on the aesthetic, therapeutic and 

softer side of woodworking.  The meetings will take place in 

inspirational venues such as the Currier Museum.  This is a 

different take on our sub groups and something I am really 

looking forward to.  

As you can see there is something for everybody.  Going to 

a Sub Group meeting is a great way to gather in a close and 

personal environment to learn, share and make new friends.  

In the end it should be enjoyable. 

I hope in the future we can get the Going Pro Group and 

Boatbuilding Group working.  If you would like to coordi-

nate the Going Pro Group or have an idea for a new group 

that you would like to launch, email me at 

rlacivita@metrocast.net or call me at 603-942-1240. 

All Sub Group meeting dates are listed on the calendar sec-

tion of the website and are published in the Old Saw.  All 

Volunteer coordinators are listed in the contact section of the 

website and in the Old Saw. I hope to see you at one of these 

Sub Group meetings. 

New Discount: 

Advertiser Markets Custom Woodworkers 

CustomMade.com is an Internet marketer that gives custom 

makers of furniture a place to show and sell work online. The 

company offers various levels of plans to woodworkers and 

Guild members will get a 20 percent discount. Contact Steve 

Bears. Visit custommade.com. The listing is included on page 

7. 



 
 
 

 
Photos by  
 Roger Meyers 

 

Al Breed demonstrates at  

GNHW September annual meeting 
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McLaughlin Woods Draws BIG Crowd 

top is 39 1/2 inches high, the case is 
31 1/2 inches high.  Tom plans to 
attach top and bottom of the case to 
the sides with blind dovetails. Re-
member to add a half-inch extra 
width to accommodate the dovetail 
on the bottom. The back fits in a rab-
bet on the sides. The top and bottom 
will be 18 1/4 inches by 37 1/2 
inches with the front edge trimmed 
with primary wood. Across the 18 
1/4 inches there will be six or seven 
pins with 2-inch wide tails in be-
tween.  

The sequence for building the chest 
will be: 1) the case; 2) the interior; 3) 
feet and moldings; and 4) finishing. 

 For those who are ready to dig in, 
Tom suggests the chest will call for 
40 board feet of primary wood for 
the chest top, sides, case front and 
moldings and 50 board feet of secon-
dary wood for the case top, bottom, 
back, dividers and drawer compo-
nents. He says to buy material for 
the full project at the same time, tak-
ing particular care to find the best 
boards for the showy surfaces. 

In gluing up boards for the case, 
Tom is concerned about edges that 
show and edges for the glue joint.  
He uses a combination of hand 
planes, scrapers and power sanders 
(using 220 grit)  to smooth joined 
boards. A No. 5 plane is good for 
smoothing out rough spots or snipe 
left by power tools. Finish by hand 
sanding with the grain. 

Other considerations include hard-
ware. Tom plans to use brass "swan" 
pulls for his drawer fronts.  

Before cutting any wood, Tom fol-
lows a progression beginning with a 
sketch, moving through a scale 
drawing to a full-size drawing. The 
basic chest is 39 1/2 inches high, by 
38 inches wide, by 19 inches deep. 

Tom gets the case dimensions down 
first then fits the drawers to the case 
openings. Often, a mock up before 
cutting the finish material is neces-
sary. 

Classical chests were made of wal-
nut or mahogany with alternatives 
including cherry, curly maple or but-
ternut. Poplar was often the secon-
dary wood. Tom prefers to use 
southern yellow pine as his secon-
dary wood. Go for hardness when 
choosing the case bottom which will 
support the largest and usually 
heaviest drawer. Tom suggests pop-
lar (tulip poplar). 

From a design perspective, splitting 
the top drawer space into two 
smaller drawers allows for 
"triangulation," with the eye seeing 
the center partition as the top of the 
triangle extending downward and 
outward to the feet. 

A good guideline for chest case con-
struction is to have 3/4-inch expo-
sure of sides and drawer dividers. An 
overlay drawer will cover up to 1/8-
inch of those sides and dividers, so a 
good next step is to increase the 
width of sides and drawer dividers to 
accommodate that loss. Tom sug-
gests making the center partition 1-
inch thick and the horizontal sides 
7/8-inch thick with an overlay 
drawer front design. 

While the chest including feet and 

By Denis Paiste 

Tom McLaughlin began work at the 
first BIG meeting of the season last 
month on two chests: one contempo-
rary curly maple chest and the other 
more traditional in walnut. 

More than thirty Guild members 
watched Tom in the first of what will 
be five sessions McLaughlin is host-
ing at his McLaughlin Woods Cus-
tom Fine Furniture, Canterbury, NH.  

Tom talked about how custom work 
is unpredictable and follows its own 
path, which he calls "open-
endedness." He plans to stagger con-
struction of the two chests for the 
benefit of the class. 

The chest of drawers Tom is going 
to work through with BIG features 
100 dovetails. For high-end work, 
customers expect details like hand-
cut dovetails, Tom said. 

Tom suggested BIG attendees follow 
along at home and make their own 
chests of drawers. Those who work a 
chest along with the BIG classes will 
get more out of them. 

Tom discussed classic designs com-
piled in Wallace Nutting's multi-
volume "Furniture Treasury." He 
also recommends Albert Sack's 
"Fine Points of Furniture." 

A bachelor's chest is a good place to 
start and will be the focus of the 
class. Start with the big picture, the 
box, or case, and then work in your 
details, Tom said. The overall size, 
drawer fronts, moldings and feet 
must harmonize together. 

Drawer fronts can be flush, or en-
hanced with applied beading or can 
overlay the case. Feet can be straight 
bracket feet or ogee bracket feet, 
which Tom will do for the class. 

BIG 

NEXT UP:  A crash course in detail-

ing. BIG will meet again December 

5th at Tom's shop in Canterbury.  

For more information, contact Bob 

Couch at arcouch@comcast.net. 
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Directions:  

 

Interstate 93 to Exit 18. Turn right at the 

end of the ramp onto West Road. Con-

tinue on West Road for ¾ s of a mile. 

Turn right onto 

Intervale Road.  

Continue on 

Intervale Road 

for 1.8 miles. 

The shop is on 

the left at 180 

Intervale Road.  

 
 

free form and con-

temporary styled 

work. For our 

presentation, Ted 

went back through 

the many pieces 

he has made and 

chose three to talk 

about. Each had 

some challenge or 

special problem 

that he had to 

solve in some 

unique way.  

 

Bring your lunch and your water; 

Scott’s shop is not convenient to 

any fast food places, and has no 

plumbing.  

 

Scott’s shop is located at 222 In-

tervale Road in Canterbury; the zip 

is 03224.  

by Alan Saffron 

 

I’ve been told many woodworkers 

are interested in turning and the rest 

are interested in turning but don’t 

know it yet. Given this, the Granite 

State Wood Turners, this meeting’s 

subgroup presenters, will be demon-

strating their craft. Not only will the 

Turners demonstrate their many 

skills, they will demonstrate basic 

skills hands-on. Volunteers will be 

handed a gouge and have an oppor-

tunity to turn their own bowl. Isn’t it 

time you brought your turning skills 

up to par? 

 

The meeting will be held on Nov. 21 

and will be hosted by Scott Ruess-

wick, in his Canterbury shop. 

 

The first hour allows Guild members 

the chance to chat with friends, get a 

cup of coffee, check out and return 

DVDs of past guild demonstrations 

and events, buy shirts and caps and 

generally get settled for the exciting 

day ahead. 

 

After the turning presentation, the 

afternoon will feature Furniture 

maker Ted Blachly. Ted’s shop, in 

Warner just up Interstate 89 on the 

way to Sunapee, is where he does 

most of his work. He’s known for 

November Guild Meeting 

Two Demonstrations to see  

Meeting Agenda 

Coffee    9 to 10 

GSWT demonstration  10 to 12 

Business meeting   12 to 12:30 

Lunch     12:30 to 1 

Ted Blachly presentation  1 to 3 

Photo by Tony Immorlica 
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Invitation to Challenge Your Right Brain 

Sunapee you will be interested in 

learning about how she does such 

beautiful work. 

William Rodeschin does exquisite 

gun checkering and discussions with 

him have greatly enriched my own 

craft, which is guitar making. 

As to our meeting place, Al Mitchell 

has graciously offered to make his 

Homestead Woodworking School 

available to us for our first meeting. 

The reason is not that we expect a 

huge turnout (we don’t) but rather 

that Homestead is where many peo-

ple have learned to love woodwork-

ing so the emotional vibes there feel 

just right for this new and unusual 

group. 

Following this message is a list of 

my own brainstorming ideas for the 

group. 

Please let me know if you want to 

attend and please send any ideas, 

comments, or questions you may 

have about how to make the most of 

our time together. And if you come, 

bringing a folding chair might be a 

good idea so that you have a com-

fortable place to sit. For more de-

tails, contact John Whiteside at joh-

ninfremont@comcast.net or (603) 

679-5443.  

discuss and share. I had worried, 

when writing the article, that no one 

would understand what I was talking 

about. But is seems that a number of 

people did. And you also made it 

clear that two areas not addressed in 

the article, namely design and aes-

thetics, needed to be added to the 

range of topics to be considered. 

Here is a hint of some of the interest-

ing perspectives people have shared. 

For example, Steve Schultz is a 

woodworking teacher at Thetford 

Academy. He is trying to instill what 

he calls a Zen-like mindfulness in 

his young shop students. He reports 

that they take to it quickly and natu-

rally. I am most interested in hearing 

more from him about this. 

Monica Raymond reports being able 

to enter the ―focus on the moment‖ 

state in her woodworking and if you 

saw her white oak side table at 

Letter by John Whiteside 

You are cordially invited to the or-

ganizational meeting of the new 

Right Brain Woodworking subgroup 

of the Guild of NH Woodworkers. 

The meeting will be at Alan 

Mitchells’ Homestead Woodworking 

School, 52 Bald Hill Road, New 

Market, NH on Sunday, November 

8, 2009 at 1:00 PM. 

I am pleased to announce at NH Fur-

niture Master Jon Siegel has agreed 

to co-chair the group. 

At this meeting we will, as a group, 

decide on the scope and range of our 

activities and areas of interest, as 

well as a format and schedule for 

meeting as a group in person and on-

line. We will also, I hope, share our 

understanding of what right brain 

woodworking is. 

In searching on the web, I have been 

unable to find another woodworking

-related-group anywhere that is simi-

lar. So it may be that we are explor-

ing uncharted territory. My own 

thoughts about content for the group 

are in an article ―Right Brain Wood-

working‖ in the Guild Journal, win-

ter 2009 issue, pages 29-32. 

Since that article was published, I 

have had the enjoyable experience of 

meeting and talking with some of 

you. These meetings have felt like 

meeting old friends with much to 

November Guild Meeting 
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Suppliers Offering Discounts to Guild Members 
Tools & Supplies 

Brentwood Machinery www.brentwoodmachine.com 800-582-7229 

Chester Tool Works www.chestertoolworks.com 603-887-6267 

Gary R Wood & Co. www.garyrwood.com 603-523-4337 

Lie-Nielsen Toolworks www.lie-nielsen.com 800-327-2520 

Rockler – Cambridge, MA  www.rockler.com 617-497-1136 

Rockler – Salem, NH www.rockler.com 603-898-5941  

Williams & Hussey www.williamsnhussey.com 800-258-1380 

Woodcraft – Newington, NH www.woodcraft.com 603-433-6116 

Woodcraft – Woburn, MA www.woodcraft.com 781-935-6414 

 

Services 

NEW! Custom Made (contact Steve Bears)

 www.custommade.com 857-233-5125 

Manchester Tool Repair www.tool-repair.com 603-622-0207 

North Road Guitars www.northroadguitars.com 603-679-5443 

Tru-Cut LLC Charlestown, NH 603-826-4131 

 

 

Wood Products 

Classic Designs www.tablelegs.com 800-843-7405 

GH Evarts www.ghevarts.com 603-763-4525 

Goosebay www.goosebaylumber.com 603-798-5135 

Highland Hardwoods www.highlandhardwoods.com 800-442-1812 

Maine Coast Lumber www.mainecoastlumber.com 800-899-1664 

Northland Forest Prods. www.northlandforest.com 603-642-8275 

The Millwork Shop www.t-n.com 603-643-3658 

Wolfgang’s Wood Strafford, NH 603-664-7691  

 

Schools 

Homestead Woodworking www.woodschoolnh.com 888-659-2345 

Woodturning School www.woodturningschool.org 207-563-2345  

McLaughlin Woods www.experiencewoodworking.com 603-783-9700  

The Breed School www.allanbreed.com 603-749-6231 

The Windsor Institute www.thewindsorinstitute.com 603-929-9801 

The Wood Finishing School www.patinarestoration.net 978-363-2638 

Each supplier offers a minimum 10% discount to current GNHW members — some restrictions may apply. 


