
The President’s Message from Jack Grube 

The Guild of NH Woodworkers – Founded 1990  

178 Derry Road, Chester, NH, 03036 

Numerous individuals and pro-
grams have contributed to the 
growth and success of our organi-
zation.  In this message, I'd like to 
focus on the ideas and involve-
ment of one member, Peter Bloch, 
and our Scholarship Program.  
About 11 year's ago as the Guild 
was being created Peter had the 
idea that the GNHW should video 
tape its meetings and create a 
video library. Not only did he have 
the original idea, he did the taping, 
duplicating, storing and transport-
ing of our video library. 
To this day, he is most likely the 
individual behind the camera and 
unloading tapes at Guild meetings.   
About that same time, Peter 
founded the Granite State Wood-
turners and served as the President 
of that organization for four years.  
Peter also offered his assistance to 
the elected officers of the Guild 
and has served as a member of the 
Steering Committee for at least the 
last five GNHW Presidents'.  

Symposium held in February of 
1997. The next fall, the Guild in-
creased its dues from $15.00 to 
$20.00 with the additional $5.00 
being targeted for the scholarship 
program.  
In the summer of 1997 Guild Presi-
dent, Wayne Marcoux , organized a 
raffle at the Sunapee Craftsman 
Fair with the proceeds ($3463) to 
be used for the scholarship fund.  
The program has been well re-
ceived and continues to grow from 
the original budget of $700 in 
97/98 to the current budget of 
$5400 for 01/02.  
Since its inception, the GNHW has 
awarded 26 scholarships totaling 
$8400.00 to 24 recipients.  
To this point, the funding sources 
have been the $5.00 annually from 
your dues, the Sunapee raffles, and 
a portion of the Turning Symp o-
sium profits. We are currently ex-
ploring options to fund additional 
growth of this program and thought 
it might be appropriate to listen to 
what some of the recipients have to 
say about their experiences. 
George Andersen  
One of the best features of our 
Guild is the scholarship program. I 
am pleased to report on my recent 
use of it to attend classes held at 
Bruce Hamilton's shop in West 
Newbury, MA on the subject of 
French Polishing. Bruce had ar-
ranged to bring in two British Ex-
perts; Alan Waterhouse and 
Philippa Barstow who have written 
an authoritative book titled French 
Polishing . Over three days, they 
had our group of six not only learn 
a great deal about the process; but 
we also completed a surprisingly 
large amount of work. 
I had volunteered to finish two of 
the Guild's shaker tables with the 
process. I had hoped to finish one 
during the classes and one at home 
later.  

In 1996, Peter had the idea that we 
should host a wood turning sym-
posium and he served as the chair-
man of the two very successful 
turning symposiums in NH. 
As we planned the 1st New Eng-
land Woodturning Symposium 
Peter introduced the idea of a 
scholarship program that was ap-
proved by the Steering Committee 
in 1997.  
I'd like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you to Peter.  He is a 
very talented artist, an honest and 
compassionate individual. A per-
son I truly admire.  
When I look at his turned wood 
lampshade in our home, I not only 
see a beautiful turned object, but 
more importantly, I see what the 
world could be if more parents 
raised their children like his par-
ents raised him.  
The Scholarship Program 
The original funding source for the 
Scholarship Program was $1200 
from the 1st New England Turning 
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Peter Bloch Demonstrates Turning a Lampshade  
at the  May 2000 NE Turning Symposium  

Notice 
Membership dues were 
due September 1,2001. 
Annual GNHW dues are 
now $25.00 and a renewal 
form/invoice is included in 
this Old Saw.   
Members who did not re-
newed by October 1st re-
ceived a final reminder.   

The February 
2002 

issue of  
The Old Saw  

will be sent to paid 
members only.   

Dave Emerson’s 
Shop Rebuilt 

See Page 3 for details  
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Scholarship Program (continued from Page 1.) 

When I showed up with the two tables, 
Alan asked, "do you have anything else to 
finish, this won't be enough."  
He was right, with their excellent teaching 
and tight ship approach to life I also 
brought along and finished a three-table 
nest that I had been putting off refinishing 
for the last four years. 
The only draw back to the course is that 
now my wife wants half of the furniture in 
the house done the same way and she 
wants to start with the dining room table! 
I would like to thank the Guild for this op-
portunity and to encourage you all to con-
sider using this excellent resource. 
Venera Gattonini  
I have received two scholarships from the 
Guild: one scholarship was used at Arrow-
mont School, where I was a teaching assis-
tant for a class on small scale carcase con-
struction. 

The other helped me to take a course at 
Anderson Ranch in Colorado where I 
learned the ins and outs of bent tapered 
laminations and making curves. 
Both of these experiences though different 
have been important to my growth as an 
individual and woodworker. When I was a 
teaching assistant, I learned what it may be 
like to teach woodworking to students, 
what they need to know in order to make 
their learning process easier, as well as 
making my own basic skills stronger and 
increasing my confidence in the skills I 
already possess, and the best part was be-
ing able to share what knowledge I had 
which helped make others excited about 
creating. 
The course I took on bent tapered lamina-
tions immensely increased my technical 
skills on the process of laminating, gave 
me ways of inventing furniture that are op-
posite to the ways I usually generate ideas, 
and connected me with woodworkers all 
over the country. 
What I have learned about myself and 

woodworking while on these workshops 
has been invaluable. They have provided 
me with stepping stones to build upon as I 
continue to develop as a person and wood-
worker. Thank you all for investing in my 
future as a part of the greater community. 
Dick Batchelder  
I remember seeing pictures of Wendy Ma-
ruyama's work on the back cover of Fine 
Woodworking several years ago and was 
struck by her use of color to enhance her 
work. When I heard that she was the artist 
chosen to present the wood portion at 
North Country Studio Conference (NCSC) 
I jumped at the chance to be part of it. 
The NCSC was Bennington College in 
Bennington, VT. The studios were open 
24/7 for the 5 days of the Conference. The 
food was exceptional and the dining hall 
offered you the opportunity to meet and get 
to know people from all over the NE & NY 
area.  
The morning sessions were mostly spent 
with Wendy talking about her philosophy 
and how it is reflected in her work. She 
showed us different techniques using 
paints and carving details to enhance your 
work.  
In the afternoon sessions, we would prac-
tice the exercises she demonstrated in the 
morning and then work on our own pieces.  
The workshop was particularly helpful to 
me in better understanding color. After the 
conference, I came to realize we had only 
scratched the surface of what is possible. 
The scholarship allowed me to learn new 
skills, which I can apply in all that I do. 
Thanks to the Guild of NH Woodworkers, 
I had the opportunity to spend 5 days with 
a woodworker whose work we will see in 
galleries and museums in the years to 
come. 
Bruce Ha milton 
I used the Guild's scholarship grant pro-
gram to make it possible for me to attend 
Professional Refinishing Magazine's con-
ferences in 1999 and 2000. Like any indus-
try or trade, this chance to meet, share and 
learn from ones peers is extremely impor-
tant.  
In the relatively small trade of restoration 
and refinishing, as well woodworking in 
general, it is easy to feel isolated. By na-
ture we are a self-motivated group, making 
decisions and solving problems every day. 
Our isolation sometimes prevents us from 
seeing all the possible solutions in our end-
less quest for the solution. 
Learning about how others have solved 
common problems is equivalent of getting 

a new and more efficient tool.  
Paul Miller 
I have always been fascinated by the heav-
ily carved woodwork in the mansions of 
Newport Rhode Island. It is astonishing to 
see the amount of skilled work that was 
accomp lished to decorate those summer 
cottages. 
More recently, this interest was raised again 
as we visited the Mark Twain house on this 
year's Guild outing to Hartford Connecti-
cut.. 
I took the Nora Hall carving class to im-
prove my carving skills and to learn classi-
cal European carving techniques and the 
class was wonderful. Nora is dedicated to 
promoting the proper carving techniques 
that were used in the past.  
I plan to apply my training to decorating 
my turned bowls and vases and to build and 
carve eighteenth century period furniture. 
The course has already been useful for as 
simple a task as carving the gutters on the 
seats of Windsor chairs.  
Also, my youngest daughter has become 
interested in carving and I have given her 
several lessons, and practice sessions based 
on the instruction I received from Nora.  
As a full-time woodworker, the Guild 
scholarship was a great financial help and 
incentive in allowing me to pursue this in-
terest and I am very grateful for the oppor-
tunity.  
Chuck D'Arezzo 
I applied for and received a four hundred-
dollar Scholarship. With the scholarship 
money and adding an equal amount, I took 
five courses at the Homestead School:  
• Inlay Techniques with Robert La Civita; 

• Cabriole Legs with Geoffrey Ames;  

• 18th Century Case Construction also with 
Geoff;  

• Carving with Nora Hall;  

• Bent Laminations with Jere Osgood.  

The level of instructions was exceptional.  
I plan on retiring this December and ma k-
ing woodworking part of my daily routine. 
Further, my wife through attending the N.
H. Guild meetings has decided she will join 
as well.  We both look forward to creative 
days ahead. 
I am pleased that I was able to obtain assis-
tance to take woodworking classed that will 
provide me with many years of pleasure 
and mind stimulation. 

Arrowmont School, Gatlinburg, TN 

Continued on Page 6. 
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On a postcard picture perfect morning in Canter-
bury, Dave Emerson said “I can’t count the number 
of times people have shown up in the nick of 
time…at just the right moment to lift my spirits”.  

Every time I’d get down and feel like it was 
more than I could handle, someone would 
show up, as if on cue. I couldn’t have done 
this without all the help and enthusiasm 
I’ve received. 

THANK YOU FRIENDS! 
What was once a shop is now a studio. Maybe not a 
Phoenix from the Ashes, but SHAKER PINE is 
Back in Business! 
The last weekend in September was God Given…
those days with just your perfect combination of 
Sun, Sky, and Crisp Autumn Air; broken by the 
scene of men in motion; unspoken know how 
amongst assembled crews of professionals. 71 peo-
ple turned out to help Dave rebuild. 
With a crude sketch on a wall, they went to work 

accompanied by the hum of a generator and the tap, 
tap, Bang of hammer on nail.  
It was fascinating…watching neighbor helping 
neighbor; the New England Conscience at work. It 
made us proud to see SHAKER PINE re-emerge 
from the ashes; to see us take care of our own. 
Dave and Anne Emerson lost their shop to fire, in 
twenty minutes, on August 11, 2001 and by  2:00 
pm. on Saturday, September 29th, a Pine Tree stood 
atop the gable peak of Dave’s new building.  The 
next day it was done! 

Someone said “ It couldn’t have been better if 
we’d planned it.”  
The scene resembled the movie WITNESS, in 
which the Amish raised a timber frame barn…
and ate the goodies the women prepared. 
To those who toiled so generously we’d like to 
thank you. We've tried to account for all of you 

who gave your time, effort, and support; and 
conclude with:  
Thank You  and GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

Dave Emerson’s Shop Rebuilt 
MEN (Women too), MOTION, MATERIAL… From Burned-out Shop to Studio in Two Days 

The Ashes 

Lunch Time Break 

The Main Shop Rebuilt 

One-upsmanship 

Now Lets Get This Straight 

• Roger Davis 
• Jennifer Fish 
• Jon Warzocha 
• Pete Scripture 
• Alex Hicks 
• Warren Lake 
• Catherine Lake 
• David Evans 
• Greg Kalajian 
• Craig Jaster 
• Debra Alexander 
• Alan Liles 
• Felix & Syrah 
• Marshall B. Hatch 
• Cynthia Rancour-Olson 
• Nancy A. Normand 
• George Andersen 
• Ted Blachly 
• Sam Chase 
• Al  Edelstein 
• Josh Rollins 
• Dave Talmadge 
• Fred Portnoy 
• Lynn Rowlenson 
• Joan Fowler 
• Mike French 
• Christy Bolduc 
• Barb Beeler 
• Martha Mae 
• Signa Watts 
• Barb from CSV 
• Donetta Fisher 
• Marlene Hall 
• Janet Lamb 
• Diane  and Geoff Ames 

• Lester Huckins 
• David Lamb 
• Jamie Poire 
• Tim Meeh 
• Mark Hopkins 
• Stan Wheeler 
• Dave Clark 
• Kevin Fife 
• Steve Winchester 
• Wayne Marcoux 
• Alan Mitchell 
• Kevin Gelinas 
• Elaine Hamel 
• John Shortt 
• Steve Marcq 
• Grady Sharpe 
• Dave Anderson 
• Al Spitzer 
• Dick Fowler 
• Kent Ruesswick 
• Scott Ruesswick 
• Mike French 
• Peter Breu 
• Ed Bartlett 
• Barbara Rollins 
• Steve Fifield 
• Patsy & Rob 
• Scott Pressman 
• Greg Meeh 
• Laura Gaudette 
• Randy Gaudette 
• Sant Bani School 
• Paul Duncanson 
• Larry Duncanson 
• Mathew Ertes 

The Honor Roll 

Taking Shape  

By Geoff Ames and Photos by Dave Anderson 

The New Finishing Shop 

Phoenix Beginning to Rise 
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Jere Osgood's work has been exhibited 
widely and is represented in such major 
permanent collections as the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston, the American Craft Mu-
seum in New York, the Johnson Collection 
(Objects USA), the Renwick Gallery of the 
Smithsonian Institution's National Museum 
of American Art, and The Currier Gallery 
of Art.  
He has had his own studio since 1957, and 
has been named a Fellow of the American  
Crafts Council for his extraordinary contri-
butions to the field.  
A graduate of the School  for American 

During 1995-96 he was president of the 
Guild of New Hampshire Woodworkers.  
Siegel has invented and patented some in-
novative wood turning tools. Recently he 
has had several articles published in wood-
turning magazines, and he is a frequent 
presenter and demonstrator for regional 
turning groups and at national conferences. 
Meeting Schedule 
The Nov. 10 meeting at Dana Robes shop, 
in Enfield, NH will start with our usual 
Jigs and Fixtures feature from 9:30 to 
11:30. As usual this will be an informal 
session with a chance to discuss your latest 
shop ideas. If you have surplus equipment 
or books to sell - bring them along too. 
At 10:00 there will be a plant tour con-
ducted by Eric Gessler of the Dana Robes 
staff. 
There will be a brief business meeting at 
11:30, with lunch from 12:00 to 1:00 and 
the presentations from 1:00 to 3:00. 
We are also planning a tour of the Shaker 
Museum as part of this meeting. After our 
technical sessions, you may wish to visit 
the close-by Shaker museum. There is a 
$3.00 admission, (a special group rate); 
and the facility is open to 6:00. 
We had originally planned to include table 
space for Guild members who wanted to 
sell items. Since this was Jack Grube's idea 
and he will not be able to attend this meet-
ing we will postpone this to a future date.  
If you would like to learn more about Dana 
Robes you can visit their web site at: www.
danarobes.com. The address is Route 4-A, 
Lower Shaker Village Enfield, NH. 03748 
Tel: (603) 632-5385  
Directions   
Take exit # 17 off I-89 and go east on route 
4 toward Enfield. Proceed for 2 miles to 
the intersection of route 4A. Take a right 
on route 4A, and proceed 3 miles. You will 
see the Shaker Inn on the left. Dana Robes 
building is the second one on the left after 
the Inn. 

Craftsmen at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology, Osgood also studied in Den-
mark. 
Jere's teaching credits include his alma ma-
ter as well as the Program in Artisanry at 
Boston University He has written for Fine 
Woodworking and Home Furniture and his 
work has been published in American 
Craft magazine. Since 1985 he has worked 
full-time at his Wilton studio doing com-
missions and occasional exhibition piece.  
Jon Siegel first learned about woodwork-
ing at his father's lumber yard and mill-
work shop, established by his grandfather 
in 1916 in Chicago. While he is experi-
enced in many areas of woodworking, 
turning has been his particular interest 
since he was fourteen.  

Library Steps  
Jere Osgood 

Bandsaw Meeting at Dana Robes in Enfield, NH - Saturday, November 10th 
George Anderson               Program Coordinator       Tel: 603-654-2725              E-Mail: glawood@aol.com 

Jon Siegel and His Bandsaw 

Two Furniture Masters, Jere Osgood and 
Jon Siegel, will be the presenters for this 
meeting. Jere will demonstrate his use of 
the machine in such work as his tapered 
lamination technique. Jon will discuss the 
proper maintenance and tuning of the band 
saw.  
Additional information about the present-
ers can be found at www.furnituremasters.
org including a wonderful article that Jere 
wrote about his tapered laminations. Use 
the artist links to find Jere and then scroll 
down for a link to the article.  

Discounted Woodworking Books 
Tony Immorlica  Book Coordinator              Tel: 603-6763-9629 (eve.)                 E-mail: immorlic@bit-net.com 

One of the very neat advantages of Guild 
membership is the opportunity to purchase 
books at wholesale prices.  Arrangements 
with a number of publishers have been made 
by my predecessor, Peter Breu, who has 
“retired” from the Book Coordinator position 
to assume the duties of our Vice President.  
All of us who have purchased books in the 

past, as well as those who will be future book 
buyers, owe a debt of gratitude to Peter for 
setting this up.  Thanks, Peter! 
I have taken over the book purchase coord i-
nation duties and will be placing the next or-
der on December 1st.  Pending the number of 
titles ordered, we get typically 42% discounts 
off list from Schiffer and Sterling, Astragal, 

Tiller, Putnam, and once a year, a 50% dis-
count from Taunton.  I’ll be taking orders at 
the November Guild meeting, or you can 
email your order [title, author and publisher, 
please] to me.  Payment is made when the 
books arrive. Please remember that books are 
not returnable. 

Jon Siegel moved to New Hampshire in 
1978 as head of industrial arts at Proctor 
Academy where he taught woodworking 
and metalworking. After ten years of 
teaching he set up his own shop, Big Tree 
Turnings, to produce wood turnings for 
furniture and architectural applications. 



 

Big Turnout at Sept. 15, 2001 Guild Meeting At Frye’s Measure Mill, Wilton, NH 
George Anderson 

George Saradakis explained his design 
considerations and production techniques 
for creating his well-known pierced lid 
turned boxes. He described the advantages 
and hazards of vacuum chucking, and 
noted that the care required in turning to 
avoid making a missile of your work is 
also helpful in achieving the desired finish 
on the work piece.  
Start your piercing experiments with floral 
designs. Variations from the lines are 
“natural”. Then when you have the tech-
nique perfected, you can attempt the more 
demanding formal geometric shapes. 

This well attended (80) meeting was held on a 
day with perfect weather, and Frye’s Mill pro-
vided the perfect setting for our sessions on box 
making.  
Harley Savage gave us an interesting tour of the 
mill and informed of its woodworking history. 
The mill has been in operation for over 150 
years,  and to this day, it still produces boxes and 
measures  on the original machinery which was 
designed and built on site. 

Peter Bloch discussed band saw boxes. He had 
with him his first such box as well as later exam-
ples. These included in-process examples that 
allowed us to visualize the process. Subtleties 
such as slight offset sawing for p recision fits and 
the use of magnets for drawer closure were also 
described.  
The lively discussion ensuing indicated that 
many members were thinking about their 
next box. 
Homework assignment: Describe your 
method of layout and piercing your band-
sawn, box jointed box.  

Piggin, An Oval box with a Handle 

Final Sanding of the Outside  

Piercing a Box Lid on the Jig 

Tapping In The Bottom 

Measuring The Height of the Side  

Sanding The Sides To Height 

Wayne Marcoux was our first presenter who 
discussed and demonstrated his method of 
making finger joint boxes. Wayne’s pre-
senter’s style is somewhere  between info r-
mal and hilarious, while at the same time 
managing to be informative. His fixture and 
method of creating the matching parts are 
straight forward and easy to follow.  
Further, he showed us some variations on 
box shapes that could be adapted to this joint 
that most of us had never thought of before.  
As a result, more than a few of us will proba-
bly try our own experiments with this idea.  

Finger Joints on Curved Sides 
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Pressing In The Bottom with  
the Elephant’s Foot 



The Sharon Arts Center in Peterborough, 
NH will host the 2002 Annual juried show. 
They hosted a show for us back in 1992 
and they are pleased to have us back. 
The Theme for this years show will be NA-
TURES LINES. We hope to show how, as 
artists working in wood, we use a natural 
material to enhance our lives and bring out 
the beauty of this material. This theme 
should cause us to take another look at 
what we enter and examine how it relates 
to the natural form. It may be the simple 
well-proportioned lines of a Shaker pierce, 
the beauty of highly figured wood, or the 
carving or sculpture of some natural form.  
We will be offering 5 awards that will be 
in the form of $100 gift certificates from 
our business sponsors. The award catego-
ries are Best of Show, Turnings Carvings 
& Sculpture, Traditional, New Design  and 
Peoples Choice 
The Guild will be sponsoring the People's 
Choice award. This award is not chosen by 
the judges, but by the people attending the 
exhibit. They will be asked to place a cast 
a ballot for their favorite piece, with the 
ballots being tallied at the end of the show. 
 The 2001 show was our first show to have 
such a award and it was won by Scott Bru-
menschenkel of Benchmark Studio in 
Littleton NH. His piece was Emma's Ar-
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moire. By the way, you can thank him for 
this years theme.  
If you have not visited the Sharon Arts 

Center recently you may not know that 
they have completely rebuilt their facil i-
ties. The site on Rt. 123 in Sharon now 

houses only the administrative offices and 
classrooms. The gallery and gift shop is 
now located at 30 Grove St. and 20-40 De-
pot St. in downtown Peterborough.  
William and Ruth Young founded the 
Sharon Arts Center in 1947 as a nonprofit 
arts educational institution. The mission of 
the organization is "to stimulate, encour-
age, and promote the theory and practice of 
the arts and crafts through education, exh i-
bition and assistance in marketing."  
They provide year-round classes in a wide 
range of media on day, evening and 
weekly schedules. In addition to their exh i-
bition gallery, they also maintain a year 
round arts and craft store featuring the 
work of more that 440 of New England 
artisans, of which 271 are from NH.  
The Gallery exhibitions are designed in 
around theme, historical or group formats 
and attract approximately 24,000 visitors 
per year. 
For this show we are looking for 50+ en-
tries. Our largest show to date was at the 
Hargate gallery at St. Paul's school in 
1998, with 38 pieces.  
The Sharon Arts Center is definitely one of 
the finest galleries of its size in New Eng-
land.       
If you haven’t received your entry form, 
call Marty Milkovits today. 

Guild Juried Show Feb 23rd - April 7th , 2002 at the Sharon Arts Center 
Marty Milkovits                                             Program Coordinator           Tel: 603-835-2992                   E-mail: mjmblm@hotmail.com 

Emma's Armoire  
by Scott Brumenschenkel 

Continued from Page 2. 
Bob Martel 
Two years ago I thought that I would like 
to improve my woodturning skill into more 
than just scraping. So, I decided to enroll 
in a wood turning course at Homestead  
Woodworking school taught by Andy 
Motter.  
I knew about the scholarship fund and 
could have paid the tuition on my own, but 
thanks to the scholarship fund I was able to 
take more than this one course. It didn’t 
pay for half my tuition it allowed me to 
take two courses.  
It was enjoyable and helped improve my 
turning and I have introduced turning to 
beginners in my woodworking club at 
school. 
 Many thanks to the Guild. 
 Nate Carey 
Thanks to the generosity of the Guild of 
New Hampshire Woodworkers I was able 
to attend the Wooden Boat School in 
Brooklin, Maine during August, 2000.  
The course I took was An Introduction to 
Cold-Molded Construction taught by Brian 
Rieff.  

The financial assistance I received through 
the Guild scholarship program enabled me 
to, without hardship on my family, add the 
theory and practice of an unfamiliar boat 
building technique, to my considerable ex-
perience gained over 35 years of building 
wooden boats. 
The woodworking knowledge that is avail-
able, just for the asking, from Guild mem-
bers recharges my batteries at each meet-
ing that I attend. The variety of topics pre-
sented at meetings and the talent displayed 
by fellow Guild members is inspiring. 
Presently I do not make my living as a full-
time woodworker; I have in the past and I 
will again in the future.  
Through the Guild of New Hampshire 
Woodworkers and Granite State Wood-
turners I try to stay current with what   
talented craftspeople in New Hampshire 
are accomplishing. One of the most  
important accomplishments is the dissemi-
nation of woodworking knowledge  
through the scholarship program.  
Thank you to each of my fellow Guild  
members. 

Willis Brown 
I am very pleased to have received the Guild of 
N.H. Woodworkers scholarship, along with 
Dustin Coates, to attend David Ellsworth's  
woodtuming school in Quakertown, Pa. Three 
days of learning, turning, excitement and com-
panionship. We had a great time.  
There were four men in our class and all of us 
had a different amount of knowledge about using 
the lathe. I had turned very little before and it 
gave me a big thrill every time I looked at my 
feet. Shavings up to my knees. I had been using 
dry wood before, mostly spalted and lots of saw-
dust.  
We learned how to turn his way, with his tools. I 
had brought my own, but I used David's . The 
difference that I could see between my tools and 
his was the way he had ground them. And the 
finish cut with his tool was great. Almost no 
sanding! 
I feel real proud of my bowls. My children will 
get these bowls, as they are my first ones and 
great too!  
Thank you, one and all, for this opportunity to 
attend David's' school. I would not 
have been able to go otherwise. 

Continued on Page 9 



Sunapee Table Raffle  
Bob LaCivita       Program Coordinator        Tel 603-942-1240                E-mail  lacivita@worldpath.net 

Four volunteers are need to construct three 
or four Enfield style tables for the 
Sunapee raffle.  
Building will take place over three days in 

the following months Feb., March, April.  
Each builder is being asked to apply finish 
at their own shop or home.  
Alan Mitchell has donated the use of 

Homestead Woodworking School for con-
struction. Dates and times pending.  
If you would like to participate call or E-
mail Bob LaCivita. 
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Steam Bending 
Go by my shop this past week, you'd think 
I had a still going, with billows of steam 
and smoke wafting away on the fall breeze. 
It's only my big steam bending rig, a wood 
fired contraption made from a sma ll pro-
pane tank (the steam boiler) and a wooden 
steam box about four feet long. It will 
pump steam for hours, long enough to 
make 15 or so bends of the more than a 
hundred I need for a set of ten chairs I'm 
building. 
I was dreading these chairs for the same 
reasons some people avoid chairs alto-
gether — they are difficult three dimen-
sional joinery problems. However, they 
complete a set of three dining tables I built 
recently, and besides I wanted to see how 
efficient I could get making chairs of en-
tirely curved parts.  
Steam bending rather than laminating came 
to mind as I developed the design. With 
simple jigging, steaming allows me to 
make consistent parts quickly, and then 
shape those parts with no fear of exposing 
glue lines. 
It's what's going on with the wood, as it 
heats, that's the key to understanding and 
success with steam bending. Contrary to 
what you might think, the moisture part of 
the steam doesn't soften the wood much. 
I'm sure it helps, but it's the heat carried by 
the steam that softens the lignin, or glue, 
bonding the wood fibers. That's why green 
wood bends the most easily (it's full of wa-
ter that transfers the heat quickly), air dried 
is okay, and kiln dried, where the lignin 
bonds are set by heat in the kiln, does not 
bend very well at all.  
To adequately soften the wood you need to 
keep the wood immersed in steam above 
200° for about 45 minutes to the inch of 
thickness. Since my wood was quite dry, I 

threw the parts into my pond for a few 
hours beforehand. 
If you have done any laminating, then 
you've noticed that the individual laminates 
slip past one another, quite a bit, if you are 
bending them into a U. The same thing 
happens with steam bending — the weak-
ened lignin lets the cells compress on the 
inside of a curve (sometimes many inches) 
and try to pull apart on the outside. It's this 
tension, something that wood doesn't with-
stand very well, that causes the fibers to 
rupture on the outside of the curve and 
steaming the wood longer doesn't help. 
One solution is to use a steel strap with end 
blocks and wedges that tightly holds the 
piece, so that as you bend it around a form, 
all the fibers are put in compression. The 
strap on the outside surface of the curve 
takes all the tension. (Lee Valley sells  

many bending supplies including 20' of 
high tension 2" strap for about $16.). The 
upside of taking the time to use a strap is 
that I bent 23 legs with no failures and 
most interestingly, almost no spring back. 
For shallower bends, it isn't necessary to 
use a strap, but you get some spring back. I 
bent almost 50 seat rails this way, off of 
forms refined by trial and cut to a slightly 
tighter curve to allow for spring back. I 
kept the parts on the form to cool and set 
the bend, and then secured them in a dry-
ing rack while they were still a little soft. A 
few days to perhaps a couple of weeks on 
the racks for green wood, and the parts  are 
ready to work. 
Feeling success, I began to wonder how I 
could make steam bending work for my 
chair project even more. I tried bending 
some legs cut to final shape, even with 
hand planed surfaces. Perfect. I did the 
same for the seat rails, which came off the  
form to final thickness and wonderfully  
smooth on both inside and outside faces. 
(Water or steaming doesn't affect a surface 
cut with a plane.) Now I wonder if, before 
steaming, I can even cut the rabbet for the 
seat frame, more safe ly, easily and accu-
rately while the parts are straight. That 
would be a neat trick.  
Try some steaming. All you need is an 
electric tea kettle with a homemade spout 
extension and a few feet of 4” or 6" diame-
ter heavy plastic pipe known as schedule 
40. Use a thermometer, plug the ends with 
rags. and start out with woods that bend 
easily such as ash, oak, or beech. You'll be 
challenged by the possibilities with this 
ancient technique. 
 

g 

Shop Shavings         Some Thoughts from  Garrett Hack 

Garrett Hack and A Piece of His Work 

Volume 12, No. 3                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Page 7    



Volume 12, No. 3                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Page 8    

Dec. 1 2001 
The Guild Series at the Homestead 

School   
On Saturday Dec. 1st, Jere Osgood will be 
giving a one day demonstration on bent 
laminations.  
He will be making a three legged table, and 
using this to discuss design considerations, 
limitations of tapers, fixtures and forms, 
and choices of wood and adhesives.  
The course is from 9 am - 3 pm and costs 
$85. Only a few spaces are still available -- 
call Al Mitchell now to reserve a spot!  
Al Mitchell is considering a repeat of the 
very popular and successful veneering 
course with Terry Moore and Brian Sar-
gent. Contact him if you are interested.  
Alan Mitchell       Tel: 659-2345 
E-mail:  www.woodschool@mediaone.net  
Feb 9, 2002  

Small, Regional Meetings 
A New Format 

Brian Sargent  Program Coordinator 
   Tel: 603-483-1330 

High Lights of Upcoming Meetings 
Our February 9, 2002 meetings are a new 
format that will allow us to visit some 
smaller shops, and also to spread the loca-
tions around the state for less travel on 
slippery roads. There will be 5 meetings 
simultaneously with limited attendance. If 
you wish to attend one of the meetings you 
will need to register with the host. Specific 
information for contacting the hosts will be 
provided in the Feb Old Saw.  
April 13, 2002  

Woodworkers Spring Symposium 
Portsmouth High School  

Portsmouth, NH 
Jack Grube    Tel: 603-432-4060 

E-mail: jackgrube@aol.com 
Seven woodworking groups from Maine 
and New Hampshire will converge at 
Portsmouth High School on April 13th for 
a joint Woodworkers Spring symposium. 
The meeting will begin at 9:45 and con-
clude at 4:30. Here is the proposed agenda.  

9:45 – Opening Comments 

10:00 – 10:45 Hank Gilpin  
     Domestic Woods…A Closer Look 
10:45 – 11:00 – Question and Answer 
11:00 – 11:45 John McAlevey 

Forty Ye ars of Working Wood 
in New England 

11:45 – 12:00 – Question and Answer 
12:00 – 1:00 – Lunch 
1:00 – 1:45 Al Breed  

Portsmouth Furniture  
1:45 – 2:00 – Question and Answer 
2:00 – 2:45 Paul Ruhlman 

Rustic Furniture Techniques in  
Contemporary Furniture Making 

2:45 – 3:00 – Question and Answer 
3:00 – 3:15 - Break 
3:15 – 4:00 Chris Beckvoort 

Shaker Furniture  
4:00 – 4:15 – Question and Answer 
4:15 – 4:30 – Closing Comments 

The April newsletter will contain direc-
tions, and hotel and lunch suggestions. 

The scholarship committee has awarded 
seven individual scholarships for a total of 
$2,450.00.  
Beth Dutton received one for $400.00 for 
courses she is taking in Woodworking and 
Woodturning. Bill Smith received $400 for 
a course in Inlaying with Phil Lowe. Scott 
Brumenschenkel and Ben Leclerc each re-
ceived $400 for a Windsor chair class with 
Mike Dunbar. Frank Movitz received $400 
for a woodturning course with David Ells-
worth.  

Scholarship News 
• Bob Martel    Program Coordinator          Tel: 603-627-1104                        E-mail: romartel@hotmail.com 

Jack Minassian received $400 for complet-
ing a 1736 Blanchet harpsichord. He will 
learn his skill at Hubbard Harpsichord.  
Rod Swanson received $150 for three days 
of carving instruction with Nora Hall at 
Homestead Woodworking School.  
Good luck and enjoyment to all recipients. 
The scholarship committee did not receive 
any applications for the $1,500 Big Ka-
huna scholarship. 
Members are advised to submit applica-

tions for scholarships no later than  
April 1, 2002. The procedure for the distri-
bution of awarded monies is the  
applicant will receive 50% of his award 
initially and the remainder upon  
completion of the program and the submit-
ting of a write-up of their experience.  
People can apply post attendance if the 
p r o g r a m  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n   
scholarship awards. 
 

Continued from Page 9 
Lester Huckins 
The Windsor chair, bowl, and jewelry box 
which I made were on exhibit at Rochester 
Fair this  year and won Blue Ribbons.  
The Windsor chair was made at a class 
with Mike Dunbar that I attended with a 
scholarship from the Guild.  I appreciated 
this very much.   
The bowl is made from a spruce burl that I 
found in Nova Scotia.  The tree was an ex-
ceptional find, because I got 80 burls from 

Lester Huckins Wins Three Blue Ri b-
bons at Rochester Fair 

that one tree which had been dead for 
about three years.   
Other articles that I make, such as the jew-
elry chest, go into my wife’s Windy Top 
Craft Shop.  Her shop is a part of a tour 
group of 10 other shops which hold a 
Christmas in Strafford tour the first Satur-
day in December.  This is a tour mapped 
out for all 10 shops in the town of Straf-
ford. 
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Meeting Schedule Notes: 
    1.  For all regular Guild meetings, George Andersen - Program Coordinator.  

Unless otherwise specified, Swap Meet and Jigs and Fixtures discussion is 10 - 11, general business meeting 11– 12, lunch (bring your 
own) 12 – 1 and presentations 1 – 3. 

2.  Granite State Woodturners (GSWT) meetings are from 9:00 to 1:00, unless otherwise specified. 
3.  Granite State Woodcarvers (GSWC) meets every Thursday night, from 6:00 to 9:00 pm, at Rundlett Junior High in Concord. 
4.  For all meeting information or in case of  bad weather or other uncertainty, call the Program Coordinator for details. 
5.  Everyone is welcome at all of these meetings, call the Program Coordinator for details. 
6.  See list below for names and telephone or E-mail of Program Coordinators. 

4 Calendar of Upcoming Meetings 
For more information see the Guild Web site www.gnhw.org or call the Coordinator listed below 

¦ Feb. 9, 2002 Guild 9 am-11 am 
Cedar Strip canoes and kayaks at New-
found Woodworks. A tour explaining their 
cedar strip canoe and kayak shop in Bristol, 
NH. Max. 30 people. 

¦ Feb. 9, 2002 Guild 1 pm-4 pm 
Forms for curved work with Brian Sargent 
showing how he uses forms for curved 
work at his shop in Candia, NH. Max. 20 
people. 

¦  Feb. 9, 2002 Guild 11 am-2 pm 
Millwork with Loran Smith demonstrating 
millwork at his shop in New Durham, NH. 
Max. 35 people.  

¦Feb 23rd - April 7 th , 2002 Guild 
     Juried Show at the Sharon Arts Center 

¦Apr. 1, 2002 
Deadline for Scholarship applications. Bob 
Martel coordinator.  

¦Apr. 13, 2002 Guild 
     Woodworkers Spring Symposium at Ports-

mouth High School. Three NH groups 
(GNHW, Seacoast & Bear Camp), three 
Maine groups (Kennebec Valley Wood-

¦ Oct. 25, 2001 SC Meeting 5:30 pm - 
8:30 pm. 

    LNHC Headquarters, Concord, NH. 

¦ Nov. 10, 2001 Guild Dana Robes 
Shop 

    Band Saw Use and Maintenance with 
Jere Osgood and Jon Siegel at Dana 
Robes shop in field, NH. 

¦ Nov 15th - SC Meeting 5:30 pm - 8:30 
pm.  

    LNHC Headquarters, Concord, NH. 

¦ Nov. 24, 2001 GSTW Meeting  
¦ Dec. 1, 2001 Guild Series at Home-

stead 
    Bent Laminations with Jere Osgood 

¦ Jan. 26, 2002 GSTW Meeting 
¦ Feb. 9, 2002 Guild 10 am-1 pm 

Geoff Ames is starting an advanced pe-
riod furniture group at his shop in Center 
Strafford. Max. 20 people. 

¦ Feb. 9, 2002 Guild 10 am-12 am 
Scroll sawing with John Nelson. Demo n-
stration of Scroll Sawing in the Dublin 
Public Library. Max. 30 people.  

workers, Maine Woodworkers Associa-
tion and Guild of Maine Woodworkers), 
and the Eastern MA Woodworking Club  

¦ June 2002 Guild 
    Summer Trip to Portsmouth SPNEA 

House 

¦ Sept 21, 2002 Guild 
    Bending and Annual Meeting 

¦ Oct. 1, 2002 
Deadline for Scholarship applications. 
Bob Martel coordinator. 

¦ Nov 16, 2002 Guild  
      Joinery Symposium 

¦ Feb 15, 2003 Guild 
     Society for the Protection of New 
    Hampshire Forests 

¦ Spring, 2003 Guild 
    4th New England Turning Symposium 

Elected officers:                                  Telephone       E-mail 
v President               Jack Grube          603-432-4060  jackgrube@aol.com 
v Vice President       Peter Breu           603-647-2327  peterbreu@mediaone.net 
v Secretary               Bob Lacivita        603-942-1240  lacivita@worldpath.net 
v Treasurer               Steve Belair         603-622-0112  smb1026@mediaone.net 
Appointed positions: 
• Books  and SC       Tony Immorlica   603-673-9629  immorlic@bit -net.com 
w Columnist              Garrett Hack        802-785-4329  None 
v Editor - Old Saw    Roy Noyes          603-887-3682  roynoyes@cs.com 
• Education              Ed Epremian        603-763-9208  None 
• GSWC              Lou Barchey            603-753-4336  lbarchey@aol.com 

2001/2002 Guild Officers and Other Positions At A Glance 
• GSWT              Clyde Daggett         603-669-1656  cmdaggett@worldnet.att.net 
• Juried Exhibit    Marty Milkovits       603-835-2992  mjmblm@hotmail.com 
v Programs          George Andersen     603-654-2725  glawood@aol.com  
v Publicity           Dave Anderson        603-887-6267  dsachester@aol.com 
• Scholarships      Bob Martel              603-627-1104  romartel@hotmail.com 
v SC at Large       Peter  Bloch            603-526-6152  blockhed@kear.tds.net 
• Shirts                Steve Belair             603-622-0112  smb1026@mediaone.net 
v SC at large.       Brian Sargent          603-483-1330  blsdesigns@aol.com 
v SC at large.       Jon Siegel           603-735-6882  jon_siegel@mail.proctornet.com 
v Videos              Peter Bloch         603-526-6152  blockhed@kear.tds.net 
• Video Librarian Clyde Daggett     603-669-1656  cmdaggett@worldnet.att.net 

Classified Ads 
cover two years.                   $1.50 bf 
Steve Rosen                         603-934-3348 
Due to loss of storage I must liquidate 
approx. 4500 board feet of lumber!  
Engelmann Spruce, Eastern spruce, Sitka 
spruce, Douglas fir, ash, white    
oak, cherry, Spanish cedar, Western red 

cedar, genuine mahogany, obeche,  
and small amounts of lace wood, ipe, pur-
ple heart and other exotics.  
Take it all for $1.85 bf and move it before 
December 1. 
Nate Carey   (w)603-643-6148 x 108 
                         (h)603-863-2915 
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For Sale 
Powermatic Model 68 Table Saw. Stock 
Fence. New 3HP Single phase motor with 
new Furnas Magnetic Starter.  
2 inch White Pine Planks. Rough edge, 
random width and length,   air dried under   
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The First Issue of the Guild Newsletter  
Notice the appeal to get people to send in their dues 

  Have you paid yours yet?               We Need Your Support  
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How to Pay Dues or Join the Guild 
The dues are only $25 per year. The Guild year runs from September 1 to August 31 nd the dues are not prorated. Please fill out the form 

below completely and return it with your check to Steve Belair: 
 

                 Make your check payable to:      The Guild of NH Wood Workers  
Send to your check and this form to:       Steve Belair, Treasurer,  
                                                          1555 Bodwell Road #32, Manchester, NH 03109 
                                                                             Tel: 603-622-0112        E-mail: smb1026@mediaone.net 
Date: _________________   New: ____    Renewal: ____   Check No. _________________   $_____________ 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 If No Business - Skip to Home and Personal Information 
I operate a woodworking business: Part time: ____ Full Tim e: ____ No Business: ____  If no business skip to Home Information  
Partner’s Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Woodworking Business Name:_____________________________________________________________________________  
Business Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
                           City: ____________________________ State : ___  9 Digit Zip Code: ______________ - _______________ 
Business Phone: (______) ______ - _________    Ext. ______   Fax: (______) ______ - ___________  
Business E-mail Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Business Web Page URL:________________________________________________________________________________ 
Business products and specialties: ________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Home Information 
Home Address: _____________________________________  City: ____________________________  
                   State: ___  9 Digit Zip Code: ______________ - _______________ 
Home Phone: (_____)______-________  Work Phone: (______)______-___________  Fax: (_____)______-________  
Home E-mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Home Web Page URL: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Personal Information 
Send mail to: Home: ____   Business: ____ 
My skill level is: Beginner: ____   I intermediate: ____    Advanced: ____  
I am a member of: AAW: ____   Bear Camp Woodworkers: ____ Central NE Woodturners: ____   Furniture Masters: ____    

Furniture Society: ____  Granite State Woodcarvers: ____  Granite State Woodturners: ____   Kennebec Valley Woodworkers: ____   
League of NH Craftsmen: ____   Maine Woodworkers: ____   NE Woodcarvers: ____  National Woodcarvers Association: ____  
Seacoast Woodworkers: ____  

Other__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
I would like to join: Granite State Woodcarvers ____   Granite State Woodturners ____   The Education Group ____  
My areas of interest  in woodworking are:  
Accessories: ____   Baskets: ____   Boats: ____   Boxes: ____   Business: ____   Carving: ____   Computers: ____   Crafts: ____  
Design: ____  Education: ____   Finishes: ____   Furniture: ____   Inlay: ____   Kitchens: ____   Marketing: ____   Millwork: ____  
Musical Instruments: ____ Pattern Making:  ____   Restoration: ____   Scroll Saw: ____   Sculpture: ____    Signs: ____   Tools: ____  
Toys: ____   Turning: ____ Veneering: ____    
Other (Please specify): _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
I would like to volunteer to work on: 
Wood Days at Canterbury: ____   Wood Week at Sunapee: ____   Education: ____   Juried Exhibit:____  The Old Saw: ____    
Video Library: ____     Programs: ____ Publicity: ____   Scholarships: ____   Book Sales: ____  Clothing Sales: ____ 
Special Events: ____   Special Purchases: ____   Other: ___________________________________________________________ 
I will help in any way needed :____   Comments__________________________________________________________________ 
I am willing to demonstrate the following:________________________________________________________________________ 
I would like to help start a group on:_________________________________________________________________________ 
I suggest new programs or activities on:_____________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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