
I never thought I 

would be Guild Presi-

dent and the next thing 

I knew... Puff. 

Dave Frechette has 

stepped down as presi-

dent to work as a vol-

unteer for the Peace 

Corp. in Swaziland in 

southern Africa.  He 

will be working hard 

for two years as an educator.  Thanks for all 

your hard work, Dave, you made a difference.  

The 6th New England Woodturners Sympo-

sium was held on May 23, and by all accounts 

was a great success with 350 paid participants.   

On behalf of the Guild, I would like to thank 

Pinkerton Academy for the use of their facili-

ties and staff, and to the many demonstrators 

and volunteers for their hard work and effort.  

A special thanks goes out to Peter Breu who 

was the Symposium coordinator. (see report 

inside) 

The Youth Symposium was also a great success 

with 200 participants — double the last one. 

The exact dollar totals are not yet tallied as of 

this writing.  The money is dispersed as fol-

lows: One-third goes to Pinkerton, one-third 

goes to the Guild Scholarship Fund and one-

third goes to the Guild General Fund.  

Linda Van Gehuchten and Mary & Alan Lacer 

from AAW were also present.  They are very 

interested in using our model for a youth and 

main symposium of their own.  

If you missed it, you will have another opportu-

nity in three years. 

Alan Saffron has planned out the summer trip 

with a tour of Pompanusuc Mills, a furniture 

manufacturer and a side trip to visit the shop of 

studio furniture maker Garrett Hack.  Both are 

located in Thetford, VT.  Here is your chance to 

see two very different approaches to the furni-

ture making process.  The programs this year 

have been at a very high level and I am commit-

ted to keeping this up. 

The sub groups are winding up the year’s meet-

ings in June and most do not meet again until 

September or later. 

The event of the summer for the Guild is the 

Sunapee Fair, organized by and for the League 

of New Hampshire Craftsmen.  This year’s event 

is shaping up with a nice line up of volunteers 

and demonstrators.  If you would like to donate a 

piece of woodworking for the raffle, the pro-

ceeds go to Guild. We still need cabinetmaking 

demonstrators, so show off that joinery and other 

techniques — contact Sunapee Coordinator Al 

Hansen, a_hansen@mcttelecom.com.   

Web upgrades continue. It will take some time -- 

we want it to be right the first time just like our 

woodworking.  Meanwhile, keep your eye on the 

Guild Calendar, Events and Touch-Ups. 

Check out woodtube.com when you just have to 

watch woodworking happening. 

Have a great summer. 

 

Bob LaCivita 

Robert LaCivita, New President 

The Newsletter of the Guild of New Hampshire Woodworkers 
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Calendar 

 

Jun 13 – Hand Tools 

Jun 20 – Summer Trip 

June 24- Steering Committee 

Jul 25 – GSWT 

Aug 1-9 – Sunapee 

Aug 19 – Steering Committee 

Sept 12 – Period Furniture 

Sept 19 – Annual Meeting 

Sept 20 – Luthiers 

Sept 26 – GSWT 

Oct 3 – BIG 

Oct 17 – Guild Small Meet-

ings 

Nov 14 – Period Furniture 

Nov 21 – Guild Meeting 

Nov 15 – Luthiers 

Nov 28 – GSWT 

Dec 5 – BIG 

______________________________ 

Turning Sym-

posium 

(Photo by Tony Immorlica) 

Report and photos, 

page 2 
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New England Woodturning Symposium 2009 

T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  G U I L D  O F  N E W  H A M P S H I R E  W O O D W O R K E R S  

By Peter Breu 

The Guild in conjunction with the 

Granite State Woodturners held 

its sixth Woodturning Symposium 

at Pinkerton on Saturday, May 

23rd and it was a tre-

mendous success from 

all sides. 

With an attendance of 

350, a great group of 

professional demon-

strators (nine of whom 

are members of the 

Guild or GSWT, and 

including the execu-

tive director of the 

American Association 

of Woodturners as 

well as a past presi-

dent of the AAW!), a 

large trade show, and 

the always amazing Pinkerton 

Academy facility and staff, the 

symposium delighted and 

amazed.  

As usual, a large group of dedi-

cated volunteers made the day 

happen with almost no hic-

cups.  A year’s worth of planning 

together with the experience of 

five previous symposia certainly 

helped smooth the way.  It also 

appears that there will be record 

profits which will be split as usual 

three ways:  the Guild Scholar-

ship program, the Pinkerton 

Trades programs and the Guild 

general funds. 

With a large instant gallery, peo-

ple could see the work of Guild 

members along with that of the 

demonstrators.  Attendees came 

from all over, including one from 

Israel!  A large raffle was very 

popular and contributed substan-

tially to the profits.  There will be 
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a dozen DVD’s created for our 

library as well as for purchase so 

that almost half of the demonstra-

tions can be viewed again. 

Specific thanks need to go to Jack 

Grube, Peter Bloch, Dave Belser, 

Lindsay Freese, Dick Batchelder, 

Marcel Durrette, Bob DeAngelis, 

Jerry Burt, Donna Banfield and 

DJ Delorie for all their help.  The 

Seventh Symposium is only three 

years away – put it on your calen-

dar now!    

Youth Turning Symposium 2009 

The Guild held its second Youth 

Turning Symposium the day be-

fore the New England Sympo-

sium and it too was a great suc-

cess.  With more than 200 atten-

dees from four states ranging in 

age from elementary school to 

college, this day was inspiring.  

Five professional demonstrators 

each did three rotations within the 

school day so that everyone got to 

see some wonderful turning.  At 

lunch a talented 9-year-old dem-

onstrated at the lathe while every-

one munched on free pizza!  With 

a grant from the AAW and a gen-

erous anonymous donation, the 

day was mostly self-supporting 

 

Photos by Peter Breu.  

Continued on Page 4 
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“We have felt for a 

long time that we have 

been very fortunate in 

the way life has treated 

us and wished to give 

something back.” 

David Frechette,  past 

GNHW president 

Two Dave Belser 

turnings. 

(Photo by Peter 

Breau.) 

Woodturners Symposium, continued from page 3 

President Resigns; Heads to Swaziland 
By David Frechette 

I am both sad and excited 

to be resigning as Presi-

dent of the Guild. 

Almost two years ago, 

my wife, Sydney, and I 

decided to apply to the 

Peace Corps. The appli-

cation process can be 

long and arduous, espe-

cially for a couple desir-

ing to be together. 

Last fall things looked 

promising but hardly as-

sured for us to be ac-

cepted sometime this 

year. After discussing 

this with the Steering 

Committee and working 

out some fall-back plans, 

we decided to put my 

name in for nomination 

for Guild president 

knowing that I might not 

serve out the term.  

I almost made it and it 

has been a great year. 

I must say that I had 

hoped to focus on educa-

tion, particularly in rela-

tion to junior and senior 

high school students and 

those in college. This got 

side tracked with the 

members’ reaction to the 

dues increase and 

changes in the Old Saw 

and Journal but I think a 

lot of good work got 

done. I hope you agree.  

My belief that the Guild 

is made up of a group a 

very nice people was 

confirmed. 

Our immediate plans are 

to report to Washington 

about June 20 and head 

for Swasiland within a 

day or two. For those 

geographically lacking 

(which would include 

me), Swasiland is a coun-

try about the size of New 

Jersey entirely land-

locked by South Africa 

and Mozambique.  

They speak siSwati there 

and hopefully, in a few 

months, so will I. I know 

they export lumber so 

there may be an opportu-

nity for a little wood-

working. I will pass on 

what I know when I 

know it. 

Again thank you for the 

opportunity to serve the 

Guild. 

spired about wood-

working.  One of the 

attending 

high 

schools 

plans to 

host a 

youth sym-

posium 

next spring, 

and hope-

fully the 

Guild will 

be able to 

help them 

and we were even able 

to pay the transportation 

costs for three of the 

high schools that came. 

Once again, the 

Pinkerton staff and fa-

cility must be thanked 

for all their tremendous 

support.  Most impor-

tantly, the Guild’s mis-

sion of education was 

very well served on this 

day and lots of young 

people went away in-

keep the ball rolling (or 

the lathe spinning!)   

T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  G U I L D  O F  N E W  H A M P S H I R E  W O O D W O R K E R S  



Instrument Makers Sing and Play for Guild 
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By John Whiteside 

 

The regular all-Guild meetings now in-

clude, in the morning session, a presenta-

tion by one of the many Guild special in-

terest groups, so that all members have the 

opportunity to learn about the wide variety 

of activities and interests that make up our 

Guild. At the April 18 general meeting, it 

was the luthiers’ turn.  Lutherie is the 

making of stringed instruments. 

The presentation opened, not with a lec-

ture or a demonstration, but with a song. The 

tune was ―The Old Woodworker‖, with words 

especially written for the Guild. 

In any event, the premier performance featured Terry 

Moore, Ray Sanville, and John Whiteside on guitars they 

had made, and also Jim Robinson playing one of his fid-

dles, and John also doing vocals. The audience seemed de-

lighted and it certainly started the meeting off on a high 

note. 

Following this, each attending luthier gave a short presen-

tation about their particular interest in stringed instrument 

making. John Whiteside led off explaining about the group, 

which has 25 members and in addition is allied with the 

New England Luthiers. 

Terry Moore explained that he has made guitars in the win-

ter (when the humidity is low) for many years. Jim Robin-

son spoke about his violin making business, and Ray San-

ville described his guitar repair business. Bud Wilkes told 

how he got interested in guitar making and how he organ-

izes the luthiers’ table at the annual Guild Sunapee event. 

Finally, Eric Baker presented one of his beautiful instru-

ments. 

The two hour presentation ended with a rousing rendition 

by Ray Sanville and Terry Moore of ―Take This Job And 

Shove It,‖ after which the audience responded with thun-

derous applause. 

INSTRUMENTS PLAYED BY THEIR MAKERS --  These members 
of the Luthier subgroup proved they can not only make beautiful instruments, they 
can play “The Old Woodworker,” as well. The group played a variety of tunes over 
two hours. From left: Jim Robinson  on violin, Ray Sanville on guitar, John White-
side vocal and guitar, and Terry Moore on guitar. (Photo by Jim Seroskie) 

Click Here  to hear John White-

side play and sing a few lines of 

his Old Woodworker’s Song:  Or 

find this and sheet music at 

www.gnhw.org, click on mem-

bers, galleries , and then audio. 

The Luthier’s Group 

http://www.gnhw.org/galleries_audio/audio.html
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The Period Furniture Group 

Federal Table Work with Freddy Roman 
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By Mike Cyros 

On Saturday May 9, the period furni-

ture group met in the classroom and 

demo space at the Woodcraft store in 

Newington, NH.  I’m grateful to 

George, the owner of the woodcraft 

store for opening his space to us and 

providing refreshments and coffee! 

 

This meeting was the second in our 

ongoing series of our group project to 

build a federal-style one drawer stand. 

Our main topic was led by Freddy 

Roman, a new member of the period 

furniture group. Freddy gave an in-

depth presentation with a table design 

he prepared for our group. His focus 

was table design and construction 

techniques. We really appreciated 

Freddy’s approach to the layout and 

building process. It is a refreshing 

blend of tried and true techniques 

blended with Freddy's own style. 

All of us, from beginner to advanced 

period furniture makers, learned a lot 

from Freddy and many of us found 

ways to improve our designs and in-

corporate new approaches to the lay-

out and construction process. 

 

For example, most of us have tradi-

tionally been taught to layout and cut 

our leg mortises to the leg blanks be-

fore tapering or turning them. While 

this method is normally fine, it means 

that leg orientation decisions must be 

made and committed before any final 

shaping is done, or any embellish-

ments are made to the legs. For exam-

ple, if laying out and setting in string-

ing, and inlays such as bellflowers or 

inset veneers, doing this before mor-

tising allows one to select the best two 

legs as the ―show‖ legs in the front 

while placing the ―less than perfect‖ 

legs at the back of the table which will 

face the wall rather than the viewer.  

Another tip discussed is to prepare 

extra pieces for the project to allow 

for the potential of making a mistake. 

For example, consider making five leg 

blanks. This allows you to chose the 

best four legs of the batch, and since 

woodworking is sometimes prone to 

creating ―design opportunities‖ (well, 

it sounds better than ―screwing up,‖ 

doesn’t it!), it allows one to have an 
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Pictures taken at Woodcraft, New-

ington, N.H. 

extra piece at the ready, having been 

created out of the same material for 

color and grain match, as well as ma-

chined on exactly the same machine 

settings as the other pieces. If all does 

go well, you’ll end up with an extra 

piece to hang on your wall 

as a sample or template for 

a future project. 

 

Freddy devoted a lot of 

time talking about and 

demonstrating the impor-

tance of reference surfaces 

that are crucial to building 

furniture with components 

that come together 

squarely, with perfectly 

fitting joinery. After a re-

view of the milling process 

to create pieces with two 

key reference surfaces that 

are dead flat and perfectly 

90 degrees to each other 

thanks to the jointer setup, 

those two surfaces are 

marked and maintained 

throughout the building 

process. As Freddy says, if 

you ever reach a point 

where something isn’t coming to-

gether perfectly aligned, it is most 

likely due to forgetting where the ref-

erence surfaces are. He recalls that 

during his schooling at Phil Lowe’s 

two year full-time furniture making 

school in Beverly, MA (The Furniture 

Institute), Phil would often remind 

students of the constant reinforcement 

question ―where are your reference 

surfaces?‖ 

Freddy then discussed key decision 

factors for joinery layout in the con-

struction of our table designs and cov-

ered many topics such as how to lay-

out and cut tenons and when/where/

why to use haunched tenons. He ex-

amined front upper and lower rail 

components and discussed the proper 

way to dimension these, especially if 

Federal-style embellishments such as 

banding will be used. 

In such a case, it is aesthetically im-

portant that the reveal of the upper 

and lower rails’ primary wood be of 

equal dimension after consideration of 

any banding on the lower rail. For 

example, if the goal is to apply a ¼‖ 

wide banding along the bottom rail 

and around the sides of the table, and 

the design calls for a ¾‖ wide upper 

front rail, the lower rail 

should be sized to 1‖ to 

allow for ¾‖ primary wood 

exposure to match the di-

mension of the upper rail. 

Freddy’s presentation and 

hands-on viewing of his 

table components had eve-

ryone fully engaged – many 

questions were a sign of a 

truly interesting meeting 

where everyone, beginner 

to advanced, learned some-

thing new, several of us 

whom have now gone back 

to our drawings and plans 

to correct for items learned 

from Freddy. At the conclu-

sion of our meeting, it was 

decided that we will now 

incorporate a summer meet-

ing to explore more period 

furniture techniques. Topic, 

date and location will be 

announced. 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

The Old Saw will soon be distributed electronically by default. Members 

without Internet access may opt for a paper copy,  which is more expensive for 

the Guild. Opt in by writing The Guild.  However, the Journal will be sent by 

mail by default. 

To submit information for the next edition of The Old Saw, Touch-Ups, or the Calendar, 

contact editor Michael O. Moore at write@modm.us. 



Guild of 

New Hampshire 

Woodworkers 

456 Bible Hill Rd * Claremont, NH * 03743 

Suppliers Offering Discounts to Guild Members 
Tools & Supplies 

Big Tree Tools www.bigtreetools.com 888-TURNING 

Brentwood Machinery www.brentwoodmachine.com 800-582-7229 

Chester Tool Works www.chestertoolworks.com 603-887-6267 

Gary R Wood & Co. www.garyrwood.com 603-523-4337 

Lie-Nielsen Toolworks www.lie-nielsen.com 800-327-2520 

Rockler – Cambridge, MA  www.rockler.com 617-497-1136 

Rockler – Salem, NH www.rockler.com 603-898-5941  

Williams & Hussey www.williamsnhussey.com 800-258-1380 

Woodcraft – Newington, NH www.woodcraft.com 603-433-6116 

Woodcraft – Woburn, MA www.woodcraft.com 781-935-6414 

Western Tool Supply www.westerntool.com 603-627-4957 

 

Services 

Manchester Tool Repair www.too-repair.com 603-622-0207 

North Road Guitars www.northroadguitars.com 603-679-5443 

Tru-Cut LLC Charlestown, NH 603-826-4131 

 

Wood Products 

Classic Designs www.tablelegs.com 800-843-7405 

GH Evarts www.ghevarts.com 603-763-4525 

Goosebay www.goosebaylumber.com 603-798-5135 

Highland Hardwoods www.highlandhardwoods.com 800-442-1812 

Maine Coast Lumber www.mainecoastlumber.com 800-899-1664 

Northland Forest Prods. www.northlandforest.com 603-642-8275 

The Millwork Shop www.t-n.com 603-643-3658 

Wolfgang’s Wood Strafford, NH 603-664-7691  

 

Schools 

Homestead Woodworking www.woodschoolnh.com 888-659-2345 

Woodturning School www.woodturningschool.org 207-563-2345  

McLaughlin Woods www.experiencewoodworking.com 603-783-9700  

The Breed School www.allanbreed.com 603-749-6231 

The Windsor Institute www.thewindsorinstitute.com 603-929-9801 

The Wood Finishing School www.patinarestoration.net 978-363-2638 

 

Each supplier offers a minimum 10% discount to current GNHW members — some restrictions may apply. 


